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 The Supreme Court opinion on the time period for adverse possession, J & M 
Land Company v. First Union National Bank 166 N.J. 493 (2001) is attached.  It holds 
that the period for adverse possession is the 30 and 60 year periods provided in 2A:14-30: 

2A:14-30. 30 years' possession of real estate, except woodlands or 
uncultivated tracts, and 60 years' possession of woodlands or 
uncultivated tracts however commenced or continued 

Thirty years' actual possession of any real estate excepting 
woodlands or uncultivated tracts, and 60 years' actual possession of 
woodlands or uncultivated tracts, uninterruptedly continued by occupancy, 
descent, conveyance or otherwise, shall, in whatever way or manner such 
possession might have commenced or have been continued, vest a full and 
complete right and title in every actual possessor or occupier of such real 
estate, woodlands or uncultivated tracts, and shall be a good and sufficient 
bar to all claims that may be made or actions commenced by any person 
whatsoever for the recovery of any such real estate, woodlands or 
uncultivated tracts.  

 
 The holding can be found on page 14 of the opinion in bold type.  While it would 
be possible to improve the wording of 2A:14-30, we have not yet attempted that.   
 
 The Court specifically held that 2A:14-6 and 2A:14-7 had been superseded and 
were of no effect.  It would prevent confusion if those statutes were repealed.   

2A:14-6. 20 years; right of entry into real estate 

Every person having any right or title of entry into real estate shall 
make such entry within 20 years next after the accrual of such right or title 
of entry, or be barred therefrom thereafter.  

2A:14-7. 20 years; real actions 

Every action at law for real estate shall be commenced within 20 
years next after the right or title thereto, or cause of such action shall have 
accrued.  

 In addition, I continue to believe that 2A:4-31 adds nothing to 2A:4-30.  It seems 
only to apply to claims based on Proprietary grants and matters filed in the offices of the 
Proprietors.  If I am correct, that statute can be repealed as well: 



2A:14-31.  30 years' actual possession of any real estate under claim 
or color of title 

Thirty years' actual possession of any real estate, uninterruptedly 
continued by occupancy, descent, conveyance or otherwise, wherever such 
possession commenced or is founded upon a proprietary right duly laid 
thereon, and recorded in the office of the surveyor general of the division 
in which the location was made, or in the office of the secretary of state, 
pursuant to law, or wherever such possession was obtained by a fair bona 
fide purchase of such real estate from any person in possession thereof and 
supposed to have a legal right and title thereto, or from the agent of such 
person, shall be a good and sufficient bar to all prior locations, rights, 
titles, conveyances, or claims whatever, not followed by actual possession 
as aforesaid, and shall vest an absolute right and title in the actual 
possessor and occupier of all such real estate.  

 There have been bills in the Legislature on this issue.  None is now moving.  
There is some disagreement as to what the time period should be.  In addition, the 
administration wants a provision specifying that there is no adverse possession against 
the state or against tidelands.  Issues concerning municipalities and utilities have also 
been a problem.   


